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NEAL GIBSON: Er, good evening, er -- good morning, UK, BFM CC. 

TOM WILLOWS: Yeah. Good morning, it's, er, Mar... er, Border Force Maritime 

Command here. 

NEAL GIBSON: Hiya, you okay, how can I help? 

TOM WILLOWS: Yeah. Hi. Yeah. So just looking at your tracker, which we can view, 

incidents Bravo and India, can you confirm if they've both been 

picked up by the French and being returned to France or what's the 

score with — 

NEAL GIBSON: So, incident at Bravo, I believe to be repeat of Charlie and hence 

that's been shown as resolved. So, Gris-Nez reports as SAR is 

complete but I believe them to be repeats. What we have had is the 

same boat calling regularly. That's what's generated a lot of our 

incidents until we can kind of clarify them. 

The other one, India as well, I believe is a repeat of Charlie, the 

numbers match up, so the story matches as well. I've updated the 

tracker just to reflect that. 

TOM WILLOWS 

NEAL GIBSON 

TOM WILLOWS 

Okay, yeah, so a repeat of Charlie. None of them have been picked 

up by the French and returned. 

Nothing's been picked up by the French, no. 

Okay, it's just a case of being duplicates. 
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NEAL GIBSON: Yeah. At this point in time, Valiant is proceeding to Charlie, which is 

southwest of the Sandettie Lightvessel at the minute. 

TOM WILLOWS: Is that still a Mayday situation at the moment or not or? 

NEAL GIBSON: Well, they've told me it's full of water. The reason I did the full 

Mayday broadcast was to get a certain vessel which is painted grey 

and there was a French flag at the back of it to attend to. However, 

they've basically completely ignored a SOLAS Mayday distress call 

and -- so yeah, it didn't kind of work how I wanted it to, but there was 

a reason for it. Now it looks like they are also hot-footing it away at 

30 knots which means there is potentially two to three craft just in the 

vicinity of the border and to the south of Sandettie. 

So, once the Valiant has dealt with Charlie, there could well be some 

other vessels within -- in that area. 

TOM WILLOWS 

NEAL GIBSON 

TOM WILLOWS 

NEAL GIBSON 

TOM WILLOWS 

Same area, yeah, okay, that's fine. Well, we'll wait and see what the 

sort of numbers are and whether Valiant can deal with that. 

Yeah, exactly. 

So we don't want to call any other assets out just yet, but we'll wait 

and see what develops. 

That's the dream, isn't it, don't get more than one out. 

[laughs] Yeah. 
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NEAL GIBSON: I have got a helicopter rescue, helicopter 163 going to come and help 

us assist with the search. There's been a lot of concern about 

whether it's going to get foggy or what's going to happen. So -- but 

they've they confirmed it can fly but they'll be keeping a weather eye 

on whether they're going to get fog at Lydd and they're going to come 

out and do a quick search. I say a quick search, a search as long as 

we need it to, of that area. So I've said the main area at the minute is 

Mike Papa Charlie to the Sandettie back to the UK coast to try and 

identify them, but like I say, my feelings at the minute we've had a lot 

of phone calls from the same boat and yeah, a lot of shouting and a 

lot of talking and it's like it's like, "For God's sake, just one person talk 

to get the information." 

So, we've got the WhatsApp position which is Charlie and I think the 

other ones are probably quite similar. I mean they've been ringing 

port control again, which is really confusing, where they've got port 

control's number from, so, hey ho. 

TOM WILLOWS: Yeah, so hopefully Valiant should be on scene fairly soon, so we'll 

see what she what she says. 

NEAL GIBSON: Yeah, I mean, the reports on that, the Flamant has got -- it was 

alongside one with 30 in it and there's another one with 40, so that 

would be potentially 110, worst-case scenario, which is probably 

pushing our luck for Valiant, 

TOM WILLOWS: Oh yeah. 

NEAL GIBSON: Fingers crossed the French can't count. 
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TOM WILLOWS: [LAUGHS] Right, yes. 

NEAL GIBSON: Yeah, 40, 40, 10, she went, "Here we go." So, 10 and 11 are now in 

UK waters, apparently, according to the French, therefore, they've left 

them which is very kind of them. 

TOM WILLOWS: Oh right, yeah, yeah, I've just seen that just popped in. 

NEAL GIBSON: Yeah, it just popped in. I don't know how many is on 11 or where 11 

is, to be honest, and they've also said that 3 is in the UK waters so 

I'm a bit puzzled where 3, 51, 7, 3 would be. That would be south of 

Valiant, in the same sort of place as Charlie, to be honest. 

Interesting. 

TOM WILLOWS: (overspeaking) Yep, yeah, that's interesting. 

NEAL GIBSON: Then obviously, that one is 5110, 1047, north of the Sandettie 

Lightvessel. Yeah, north of Sandettie Lightvessel at 51 0946, yeah, 

and on the Sandettie Lightvessel. 

So yeah, basically, 10 and 11 are pretty much slap bang on the 

Sandettie. 

TOM WILLOWS 

NEAL GIBSON 

All right, okay. 

So, it could all turn -- well, I'll get the helicopter up. They're going to 

be lifting in 30 minutes. 

www.epiqglobal.com/en-gb/ 5 

I N0007602_0005 
INQ007602/5



TOM WILLOWS: Uh huh. 

NEAL GIBSON: So it's probably about, from there, 15 minutes flight time out of there. 

So we should hopefully get a better indication of what's going on. 

They've chucked in the back of the aircraft, the emergency life raft if 

required so they can deploy that if it's required, yeah. 

TOM WILLOWS: Yeah, they're certainly all in the same vicinity (Overspeaking) 

NEAL GIBSON: Yeah, they all seem to be in roughly the same area and we're getting 

Flamant off to another one, to be honest, Yeah, I can't say for 

definite. 

TOM WILLOWS: I think your colleague said earlier the fixed wing couldn't fly. Is that 

because of fog or . . .? 

NEAL GIBSON: Oh yeah. Apparently, they're worried about where they could land 

back on fog. Yeah, it's a bit of a -- it's one of them, to be honest, is 

the answer to that. 

TOM WILLOWS: Yeah, no worries. Okey dokey, well --

NEAL GIBSON: It's not a problem. We'll keep the weather eye on it and see what 

Valiant come back with once they've got on scene and I'll give them a 

shout on Airwave now just give them a heads-up that there are other 

vessels in the area. 

TOM WILLOWS Yeah, okay, cool. Okay, we'll speak to you soon. 
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NEAL GIBSON: Cheers, thanks, bye. 
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