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NEAL GIBSON: UK Coastguard, good morning. 

FRENCH COASTGUARD: Hello Dover this is Gris Nez MRCC. 

NEAL GIBSON: Bonjour, Gris Nez 

FRENCH COASTGUARD: Our migrant case 7 for you is migrant case Alpha. 

NEAL GIBSON: Yes. 

FRENCH COASTGUARD: They are in -- they called already, spoke, "Please call us", 

because he claim, "Help me, help me, help me. We are in the water", 

so you have a rescue boat for this case or not? 

NEAL GIBSON: We have the Valiant proceeding, however the Flamant is closer to 

their position. The Flamant is currently only three nautical miles from 

where they are. 

FRENCH COASTGUARD: Oh no, it is not this case. 

NEAL GIBSON: Not that case, okay. Which case is this one? 

FRENCH COASTGUARD: For me it is migrant case 7. 

NEAL GIBSON: Migrant 7, yeah. This is our case 7, yeah. Your case 7 is our Charlie 

which is to the south west. 

FRENCH COASTGUARD: Yes, but the number who call me is your report for Alpha. 
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NEAL GIBSON: Okay, so Alpha and Charlie could very well be the same for us then. 

They have --

FRENCH COASTGUARD: It is the same phone number. 

NEAL GIBSON: The same phone number. We've had lots of calls from this boat. 

FRENCH COASTGUARD: Yes. 

NEAL GIBSON: We did a Mayday --

FRENCH COASTGUARD: -- with a lot of number. 

NEAL GIBSON: Yeah, we did a Mayday relay for hoping for a response. But at the 

minute the Valiant, she's currently 9 and a half nautical miles away. 

And the Flamant is -- obviously she's in UK waters but the Flamant is 

probably the closer vessel to respond if they are sinking. 

FRENCH COASTGUARD: Yeah, the Flamant is migrant case 10. 

NEAL GIBSON: Yes, I understand that. What's the status of them vessels? 

Obviously I'm just thinking the quicker response will be the Flamant at 

the minute if they are sinking. 

FRENCH COASTGUARD: Yes, but for the moment it is with migrant case 10 for -- I'm not 

sure. 
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NEAL GIBSON: Okay, we did a Mayday relay for any vessels to respond as it was 

sinking. 

FRENCH COASTGUARD: Okay. 

NEAL GIBSON: But yeah, obviously they would be the quickest vessel to respond. 

FRENCH COASTGUARD: The rescue boat come, the Valiant--

NEAL GIBSON: The Valiant, yeah. 

FRENCH COASTGUARD: -- is on scene? 

NEAL GIBSON: They're not on scene. The Valiant's currently just passing the south 

west Goodwin buoy and she's currently making best speed as she 

can. 

FRENCH COASTGUARD: Yes, because my colleague is on phone with the migrants. 

NEAL GIBSON: Yeah, we have got it going but the Flamant is obviously closer, and 

the other migrants will be getting close to the [inaudible] where the 

Flamant is at the minute. 

FRENCH COASTGUARD: Can you say the Valiant's speed for for this case? Because they 

call us and it's not good for our other case. 

NEAL GIBSON Yeah, I appreciate that. The Valiant is going as fast as they can at 

this minute. 
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FRENCH COASTGUARD: Approximately which minutes? How many minutes? 

NEAL GIBSON: How many minutes? They're doing 15 knots so they've got nine miles 

to go so that's probably going to be about 35 to 40 minutes. 

FRENCH COASTGUARD: 40 minutes? [Gasp] 

NEAL GIBSON: Yeah, they're going as fast as they can at 15 knots at the minute. 

Like I say, the Flamant's much closer but the Valiant is making best 

speed. 

FRENCH COASTGUARD: Okay. Many thanks. 

NEAL GIBSON: Okay, many thanks for --

FRENCH COASTGUARD: Bye. 

NEAL GIBSON: Bye. 
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