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NEAL GIBSON: Hi, Chris.

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: Hello. Good morning to you.
We’re going to get ourselves together and get it all in one sock and

get airborne, probably about 3.30.

NEAL GIBSON: Yeah.

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: A request, please, is just can we be clear on what you want
us to do and if you want to give me something to work on now that we

can amend as we go?

NEAL GIBSON: Yeah.

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: That would be great. Otherwise, we’ll call you and go from

there.

NEAL GIBSON: Yeah. So, | mean, at the minute, from what I've got from the French.
Their reports -- obviously, there are numerous, but | don’t believe they
were all on the water. | think they’re just multiple reports that have

been ringing regularly.

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: Right.

NEAL GIBSON: My provisional one would be a search area from the ... sort of Mike
Papa Charlie buoy up towards the Sandettie light vessel and then
back towards the edge of the south-west lane. That sort of area

there. Seems to be the high intensity crossing area at the minute.
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| know the Flamant’s on scene with a couple at the minute. Valiant
proceeding but, obviously, they’ve got to dodge the traffic.

But this is where they all seem to be.

So, it may start off as being that area but then it may stretch down
towards the Sanddettie based on what the tide’s doing. Hang on, I'll

just double check ...

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: Okay. Forgive me. | haven’t got a maritime chart.

NEAL GIBSON: Sorry. Yeah.

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: Exactly where from Lydd?

NEAL GIBSON: Okay, hang on. Two seconds. I'll give you the Sandettie light vessel.

So, from Lydd ...

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: Or a lat and long, if you've got it?

NEAL GIBSON: Yeah, | can do you both.

So, Sandettie lat and long is 51 degrees.

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: Yeah.

NEAL GIBSON: 09 decimal two north and one degree 47 decimal 1 east. From

yourselves at Lydd, that is pretty much ... the wrong bit ...

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: Yeah. That’s absolute ... the sort of the north-east from

yourself.
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NEAL GIBSON:

Pretty much, yeah. Here we go. 068 degrees. About 34 miles from
Lydd.

Effectively, what we’re saying is it’s going to be a rectangle. Sort of
the northern part. But the tide has pushed them to the north-east at

the minute.

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: Okay.

NEAL GIBSON:

So, it should be ... they’ll be somewhere between Mike Papa Charlie

and Sandettie light vessel is what | anticipate by the way they’re

going.

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: Okay.

NEAL GIBSON:

And yeah, so they’ll be searched. That'll be the sort of edge of it. So,
if anything else is there. French waters. So, yeah, a sort of a box
between the Mike Papa Charlie and the Sandettie light vessel,
however best you can fly that. Rectangle, to be honest.

Then probably stepping across towards the East Goodwin Lightvessel

which is north-west from the Sandettie. As near as damn it.

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: If we agree on that area.

NEAL GIBSON:

Yeah.

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: Then that actually gives us a fighting chance to get
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Yeah, okay.

NEAL GIBSON: | mean, that’s obviously where they’re going. The Valiant’s going to
go to one now. The other two may ... will probably be entering sort of
UK waters in that area by the time you’re over that, | would imagine,
based on their current speed.
Yeah. As things change, we’ll get going.
What's your weather like at Lydd, at the minute? Is it overcast,

probably, or is it low cloud?

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: No. Well, it's always difficult to tell when you stick your head

out the window.

NEAL GIBSON: Yeah.

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: (Several inaudible words) on Sunday.

We're not due, really, to get uber bad.

NEAL GIBSON: Yeah.

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: There is a risk of, from about 5.00 | suppose, of some

shallow fog here but we’ll have to monitor that as it goes.

NEAL GIBSON: Yeah.

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: So, yeah, we're going to have one eye behind us all the time.

NEAL GIBSON: Yeah. | get that.
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CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: And so, the mission is to locate rather than ...

NEAL GIBSON: It'll purely be search and no rescue. The problem being it’s just not
safe to winch from this small craft with a down draft from the helo, to
be honest.

It'll be pure search only.

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: Okay. We'll take the AV — the air droppable life raft with us.

NEAL GIBSON: Yeah.

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: The obvious other thing for aircraft safety. We have limits
getting close to radar contact. If it comes down to radar, then we’re
kind of snookered and there’'d be no point in us staying.

But we’ll assess that when we get out there.

NEAL GIBSON: Yeah. Yeah, no, that’s fine.
| mean, at the minute, from what we can see, the Hougham Mast is
very clear. All the lights on the Hougham Mast are showing quite

nicely.

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: Yeah.

NEAL GIBSON: You've got quite a ... | think it's quite a high cloud, to be honest. |
mean, | would say you’ve probably got at least 500 to 750 feet of

clear sky before you hit any cloud, from what | can see.
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CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: Yeah.

NEAL GIBSON: Like you say, looking up ... you know, | can’t ... | haven’t got a
750 foot tape measure but it's pretty -- we can see all over the port.
We can see the Hougham Mast very clearly and all its lights very
clearly. So, we've got a fair ... a fair good old distance from what we
can see here.

Obviously, it just depends what happens in the morning.

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: Our weather obs are giving us risk of fog as we go.

NEAL GIBSON: Yeah.

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: So, we’ll just monitor that and if it gets to the point where

we’re not actually going to add anything, we’ll call it a day.

NEAL GIBSON: Like | say, if it becomes just ... | don’t want to say pointless but

ineffective is probably the best word --

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: Yeah.

NEAL GIBSON: -- then, obviously, it'll be ... head back as you see fit. So ...

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: Yeah. Okey doke. So, we’ll speak to you very shortly, then.

NEAL GIBSON: Brilliant. Cheers, Chris. Speak to you soon, then. Bye.

CHRISTOPHER TRUBSHAW: Cheers. Bye.
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