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WITNESS STATEMENT OF ISSA MOHAMMED OMAR 

I, Issa Mohamed Omar (DOB 27 June 1993) of Dijon, France, will say as follows: 

1. I make this statement as a survivor of the shipwreck that occurred in the English Channel on 

23/24 November 2021, in order to provide relevant information to the ongoing Cranston 

Inquiry. I am a designated full participant to the Inquiry. 

2. The matters set out in this statement are within my knowledge unless otherwise stated. 

3. I wish to state that the events of 23/24 November 2021 were deeply traumatic for me. I have 

difficulty recalling these events, particularly the periods of time directly before and after the 

incident. I suffer from flashbacks and sleep disturbances as a result of the incident on 23/24 

November 2021. Since the incident I have been asked on many different occasions to provide 

an account of what happened, and each time I have to speak about the night it impacts me 

profoundly. On 31 October 2024, I was assessed by a psychiatrist, Dr Amlan Basu, who 

concluded that I have post-traumatic stress disorder ("PTSD") with co-morbid symptoms of 

depression as a result of this incident. 

4. The trauma I have suffered has affected my memory. I struggle to recall specific details such 

as times and dates, and I become easily confused when I have to recall the events leading up 

to and during the incident. I find putting them in chronological order difficult. It has been 

three years since the incident, and I believe that this has further impacted my ability to recall 

all events and conversations fully. 

5. I prepared this statement with the assistance of my legal representatives at Duncan Lewis 

solicitors. I previously gave an interview on 25 November 2022 with the Marine Accident 

Investigation Branch ("MAIB"). This interview was carried out by two interviewers; it lasted 

2hrs 50 minutes with a nine minute break and was via video call. I am aware there is a written 

record of that interview. I would like to clarify that there were problems with the translator 

on the day of the interview and I do not feel that this transcript provides a fully accurate record 

of my account. This statement has been taken with the assistance of an interpreter over more 

than 20 hours of attendances and has been read back to me with an interpreter and there is a 

written Somali translation. I am happy that this statement represents my true account to the 

extent that I am able to give one after the time that has passed. 

Background 
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6. I was born in Somalia on 27 June 1993. I am unmarried and I do not have any children. I am 

currently living with friends in Dijon, France. 

7. My family comes from the Madhiban clan, which is a minority clan. We lived in a small 

village in Somalia until the civil war broke out and our village was attacked. My father was a 

village elder and he was killed by Al Shabab in 2006. After this, my mother took me and my 

siblings to Yemen in order to escape the violence. I am one of five siblings: I have one older 

sister, one yotmger sister and two yotmger brothers. 

8. I was around 13 years old when I fled Somalia with my family and moved to Yemen. Yemen 

became my home and I learnt to speak and read Arabic when I was living there, as that is the 

national language. 

9. In 2014, civil war broke out in Yemen. I was 21 years old. The situation in Yemen got worse 

and worse, to the point where women and children were told to leave. My mother took my 

siblings to Ethiopia to find safety. They are currently living in Addis Ababa but they do not 

have legal status there and they cannot afford to leave to seek protection elsewhere. 

10. I was not able to leave Yemen with my family, as young men were ordered to stay and fight 

in the war. I refused to join the army because I feared for my life and I did not want to fight 

in the war. I would have been put on the frontline of the conflict and I would have lost my 

life. 

11. I was arrested and imprisoned because I refused to fight. Initially, I was held in custody near 

a police station for about two weeks. After this, I was moved to an old army training camp 

which was being used as a prison during the war. T was kept in an underground room for 

around three months. I was then moved again and taken to another prison facility for another 

two months. I had never been to prison before, this was the first time in my life. In total, I was 

detained for just under six months. During this time, I was frequently beaten, and asked why 

I was not able to use rifles and other weapons, and why I would not join the fight. In my last 

prison cell there were five of us; the soldiers would come to the cell and beat us with rifle 

butts. 

12. In January 2015, a fighter plane bombed the prison where I was held. I was told that it was 

the Saudis who were fighting the conflict from the sky, so when I saw the fighter plane I 

presumed it must be a Saudi attack. The walls of the prison cell completely collapsed and I 

was very seriously injured. Some prisoners died, but some of us managed to escape from the 

rubble. I needed hospital treatment for my injuries and I was immediately transferred to a 

hospital in Sanaa, Yemen. 

Iran 
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13. I had several serious injuries such as a broken arm, broken ribs and wounds across my back. 

In the hospital, I did not provide any personal details about myself and I was never asked to 

prove my identity. I suppose that because of the way that I looked and the fact that I can speak 

Arabic, they assumed that I was Yemeni. I was transferred with several other injured Yemenis 

by military aircraft to a hospital in Iran where the medical treatment was better. The hospitals 

in Yemen during this time were under a lot of pressure because of the war. It was common 

that people with severe injuries would be moved to Iran to receive care. I was treated in 

hospital in Iran for about two months. When I was well enough to be discharged I decided 

that I would have to use this opportunity to escape, so I that would not have to return to 

Yemen where the war was ongoing. 

14. Whilst I was in hospital in Iran, I met several people who became my friends. Some of them 

were going to Turkey and I decided to go with them. At that time, there were a lot of Syrian 

refugees fleeing to Turkey. The border with Turkey was open and they were allowing people 

to enter. As far I remember, this was because of the civil war in Syria and the high number of 

people who were looking for safety. Turkey had opened their border to Syrians and, in all the 

chaos, no one was checking the IDs of the people who entered Turkey across the land border 

with Iran. I completed the first part of the journey to Turkey from Iran by bus. Closer to the 

border we took a taxi, and then when we got to the border we crossed on foot. There were no 

checkpoints at the Turkish border; people were crossing on foot going both ways. 

15. Once I had crossed the border to the Turkish side, my group and I were apprehended and 

questioned. I mentioned that I was a Somali national but I told them I had fled Yemen because 

of the war. We were treated the same regardless of nationality. We told the authorities that 

we were refugees fleeing war in our home countries. The Turkish border police understood 

and took us in. They drove us to the nearest police station and registered us. This was the only 

support we received. 

Turkey 

16. 1 think I was in Turkey for about four months but it is difficult for me to remember exactly as 

it was a long time ago now. I was moving around the country as I was a refugee and had 

nowhere to live, I just had a tent. I stayed with Syrian refugees, and pitched my tent in 

different places, mostly in parks. I was working illegally in a restaurant as a kitchen cleaner 

to support myself. They paid me 30 Turkish liras a day (approximately GBP £7.33)1. I was 

living in a very difficult situation with no rights. 

17. I heard from someone that I worked with in Ankara that there was a place in Turkey where 

people could apply for international protection, and after many years might be able to get 

I Based on the average currency exchange rate for Turkish Lira in 2016. 
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resettled through some program and go to France, Canada or another country. My 

understanding was that to get a place to stay in one of the refugee camps I would have to meet 

certain criteria, like being a mother with children. As a young, single man, I would never have 

been taken in. There was no process through which I could have applied for residence or 

protection in Turkey. 

18. In around September 2016, 1 left Turkey with a group of refugees. There were many Syrian 

refugees leaving Turkey to go to Greece by boat at this time. 1 had spent of a lot time with 

people from Syria while I was in Turkey, and it was easy for me to blend in with the Syrian 

refugees because I speak Arabic as well as Somali. 

19. We travelled from Turkey to Greece on a dinghy. There were a lot of smugglers who had boats 

prepared on the shore. It was organised by one of the Syrians I was travelling with. We 

travelled from Ankara to Izmir, which is on the coast. I do not recall the date, but we met the 

smuggler at the hotel in Izmir where he was staying. We went to him in a group and told him 

we wanted to go to Greece, this was around midday. We left on the same night. We went to 

the shore and we departed from the beach in the night when it was dark. We paid $100 each 

to the smuggler on the beach before we got on the boat. 

20. I cannot remember how many of us were on the boat, but there were a lot of people on the 

beach and several other dinghies. The deal was that the $100 USD would get us to Greece, 

nothing after that. There were other people who I believe paid more, but I was with a Syrian 

family that already knew the smuggler, which is why we were charged less. There were more 

than a million refugees at the time trying to leave Turkey and no one tried to stop us. There 

were no police on the Turkish coast. The distance was short and we could see the lights to 

where we were heading, so I was not afraid of the journey. I think it took about an hour. 

Greece 

21. We encountered a rescue boat whilst still at sea when we were already very close to the Greek 

shore. They transferred us to another vessel. I remember the vessel had a British flag painted 

on the side, and had 'United Nations' written on it. They took us to shore at Leros and we 

were met by the Greek police. They counted us and then transferred us by car to a camp. The 

number of refugees arriving grew and grew, but we were kept in the camp for some time. I 

had my fingerprints taken in this camp but no one explained to me why or what was 

happening there. All I understood was that I was not allowed to leave the island. I did not 

have legal representation, nor did I have access to an interpreter. I never had an interview and 

I do know if I had an asylum claim and whether such a claim was refused. Then one day, I 

was given papers stating that I had to leave the country within six months. As soon as that 

paper was issued, I got on a ferry to Thessaloniki. 
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22. From Thessaloniki, I took a bus to Albania. I did not have to pay anything for this journey and 

I believe that the Greek government arranged these buses. I did not have a clear idea about 

what was happening or where I was going to go. I was with a group of Syrian refugees and 

was following their lead. It seemed to me that the borders were open if you were from Syria. 

I just kept moving and hoping that I would find somewhere where I could stay and be safe. 

23. I travelled from Albania to Italy through several countries, like Macedonia and Serbia. This 

journey was extremely difficult and filled with horrors which I have tried to forget. I never 

want to think about this time again and so I do not talk about it. 

24. When I got to Italy, the person that I was travelling with suggested we go to Sicily. I decided 

to go with him and find some work. We went to a farm in a village in Sicily where there were 

several Somali people and people from other countries in a similar position as me. The farmer 

offered me accommodation, food and some pay if I agreed to pick fruit. 

25. It was an easy job and life was okay. I stayed there for a while and when the Covid-19 

pandemic happened and I was stuck there, I just continued working with my friends until 

Covid passed. When the pandemic ended I decided to leave Italy because I thought that my 

situation in Italy would never change. I decided to travel on to the UK to claim asylum because 

Italy does not have a good system to protect refugees. The people I was with in Sicily had told 

me stories about refugees trying to claim asylum in Italy who are sent away and never hear 

anything again from the authorities. They arc not given any support and many refugees sleep 

on the streets in tents because they have nowhere to live. I wanted to have a secure life 

somewhere where I would be able to move forward. I did not have any rights in Italy and I 

believed that I would never be able to work legally or be a full member of society. My friends 

in Sicily and otherswho I met at refugee camps in Europe, told me that in Italy refugees cannot 

blend into society. Some of the friends I had made in Italy had left and gone to the UK. They 

told me about their journeys and where I needed to go. 

26. I left in Italy in November 2021 with a group of seven friends that I had been living with in 

Italy. We were all undocumented refugees in Italy, and we all wanted to claim asylum in the 

UK, where we believed we could live a secure life. We came to Calais by train. 

Northern France 

27. I cannot recall the exact date that I arrived in Northern France. I think that it was just before 

16 November 2024 because I now know that this was the date that there was a big eviction in 

Dunkirk which I was present for. My memory of the time that I spent in Calais and Dunkirk 

is very hazy but I think I was only there for just over ten days or so before the incident. I also 

cannot remember exactly which days I spent in Dunkirk and which days I spent in Calais 

because we were moving between the two a lot. 
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28. I was not properly oriented to the names or geography of different locations during the time 

I spent in Northern France. I was only there to try and cross to the UK. I was mostly waiting 

around in difficult conditions in the hope that I would be able to get to the UK and seek asylum 

there. I was never planning on staying in France and this decision was cemented when I was 

told by several other people from Somalia in the Calais-Dunkirk area that Somalis had to go 

to the UK because it was not possible for people from Somalia to get asylum in France. Several 

of these Somali people said that they had tried to claim asylum in France and had been waiting 

for a very long time to receive a decision on their claim. Many of them had been living on the 

streets whilst they waited because they did not receive any support from the state, and during 

this time they were also not allowed to work. 

29. I can recall that we first arrived in Calais but we did not stay there long. We had been given 

the contact details of an Ethiopian man, who was working with a smuggling group. Our 

friends who had already travelled to the UK had been assisted by this man and they gave us 

his number. We met with him in Calais and he told us that we should go to Dunkirk and wait 

to find out when we would be crossing to the UK. It was my friend, who was part of the group 

I had travelled with from Italy to Northern France, who was in charge of communicating with 

the Ethiopian smuggler to make arrangements for our trip to the UK. My friend was in the 

same situation as me. He wanted to go to the UK to claim asylum. I think that that he was in 

contact with the Ethiopian smuggler via WhatsApp. I was not making any of the 

arrangements or taking decisions. I was just going with what my friend thought we would be 

best for us. 

30. In Dunkirk, I stayed in a tent in a camp opposite a bus station and a big market. We met with 

some smugglers in Dunkirk but I cannot really remember them. They just split us up into 

pairs and handed over tents and sleeping bags. I am not exactly sure where the camp was on 

a map, I can only remember what it looked like. There were hundreds of refugees in this camp. 

I think there were around 700-1,000 people staying in this place. It seemed like the camp was 

split up into four different sections. I was in the biggest area, which was mostly Kurdish 

people. 

31. A couple of days later, the French police came and evicted everyone from the camp. All of our 

belongings were burnt and they put people on buses to take them to other parts of France. I 

was separated from my friends during the eviction and we were put on different buses. I was 

taken somewhere three or four hours away from Dunkirk, but I do not know where. No one 

told us where we were going. When I got off the bus I searched for the nearest train station 

and made my way back to Dunkirk. I was so scared and confused at this time. I had no idea 

where I was or what was happening. 
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32. I was able to communicate with my friends as we still had our phones and we met each other 

in Dunkirk the next day. I went back to the camp that we had been evicted from. There were 

already many people who had returned. People had set up tents again. The conditions were 

really bad because everything had been destroyed. There were a few NGO workers there who 

were giving out tents to people who had come back after the eviction. We had lost everything 

and we needed everything that they could give us. As well as the people giving out tents, 

there were also NGO trucks distributing food and snacks. 

Arrangements with smugglers 

33. When we were in Dunkirk, there were always smugglers around the camp going to different 

groups and making arrangements. There was an area of the camp specifically for smugglers, 

which was separate from where we were staying. I think that some of the smugglers did stay 

in the camp but those who were higher up only came to the camp at night. The more powerful 

smugglers were living in the cities. They clearly had money and they were driving around 

Dunkirk in cars. 

34. I did not personally have very much direct interaction with any smugglers when I was in 

Northern France because I was not in charge of planning our journey or the day to day 

communication. I had met the Ethiopian smuggler in Calais but, as I have mentioned above, 

I did not make the arrangements with him. I also met the money handler in Dunkirk, a 

Kurdish man, who regularly came around the camp to make arrangements for payment. He 

told us that there were two ways that we could pay — either by cash upfront or by transferring 

the money to someone who would release it if we crossed the Channel successfully. 

35. In total I paid €1,300 to cover the journey from France to the UK. This was from the money I 

earned in Italy. The guy who had already crossed to the UK and was giving us advice was 

trusted by both the smugglers and my friend, so my friend transferred the money for all seven 

of us to him. I believe it was transferred by bank transfer. This guy in the UK was holding on 

to the money until it was confirmed that we had arrived, so the smuggler would only receive 

the money once we arrived in the UK. I never got my money back after the incident — I was 

not able to get through to the guy in the UK after the incident and I was not focussed on trying 

to get the money back because I was recovering from nearly losing my life. 

36. I never met anyone higher up in the smuggling network but I know from conversations in the 

camp and on the beach the night before the incident that there was a boss controlling the 

network and that the smugglers I had seen were much lower down in the hierarchy. I heard 

from others in the Dunkirk camp that the smugglers would send out several boats every night. 

I think that on the night of 23 November 2021, the same smuggler sent two boats out after 

ours had left. 
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37. I believe that the other survivor from the incident had more information about the smuggling 

network and gave some of these details to the French police. I know that the Ethiopian 

smuggler who was helping us left France straight after the incident and went to Germany for 

a while. I came across a TikTok video in August 2024 and saw that he is back in Calais 

working. 

Previous crossing attempts 

38. We had nothing to do in Dunkirk apart from wait. We were waiting around all day and night 

in the camp until a smuggler would tell us that it was time to cross. It is hard for me to 

distinguish between the days now because they all blur into one. I think that every night I was 

there, someone from the smuggling network would come and say 'tonight is the night we are 

leaving' and so we would all get ready but then later on we would be told that it was not 

possible. I remember one night we were told that the waves were above 0.7m so the boat 

would not be leaving. 

39. I attempted to cross the Channel twice before the shipwreck on 23 November 2021. The first 

time, the smugglers told us we would be departing from Calais even though we were staying 

in Dunkirk. We just took some of our things and made our way back to Calais to try and cross. 

We did not even make it to the beach because the police saw us whilst we were trying to cross 

a road. They told us to go back to the camp. The second time the police found us on the beach 

near Dunkirk and they sent us back. The smugglers were on the beach with us that night. 

Their faces were covered and they had guns. They did not threaten us but they were taking 

pictures ofus and taking details so they could track us down to make sure we paid them when 

we arrived. 

40. On one of the nights close to the night of the incident our group of seven was split up into 

three smaller groups by the smugglers and we were told we would be making separate 

journeys. I do not know why they did this. Four from my group left on 22 November 2021 

and they arrived safely in the UK. I was on my own and ended up leaving on 23 November 

2021, on the boat that sank. The other two were supposed to leave the next day, on 24 

November 2021, but after they heard the news of the shipwreck they decided not to make the 

crossing. They went back to Italy: one of them has claimed asylum in Italy but my other friend 

has no status and is still picking fruit and vegetables on the farm where I used to work. 

My knowledge of the victims 

41. 1 did not know any of the other people on the boat prior to 23 November 2021. 1 had come to 

Northern France with some friends from Italy, and was hoping to go to the UK with them but 

we were separated. I was on my own on 23 November 2021. 
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42. I met some of the other people who were on the boat in the late afternoon on 23 November 

2021. We were gathered together at the camp in Dunkirk and we were told by the smugglers 

to walk through the jungle. It was while we were walking to the beach and waiting for the 

boat to be prepared, that some of the victims became known to me. I can still remember the 

faces of several people who died that night but it is hard for me to recall everyone. It was 

already dark when we met and it has been three years since the incident. 

43. I have been shown lists of the faces of the victims several times since the incident. Whilst I do 

recognise some of these faces I've been shown from that night, I do not recall all of them. I 

did not interact directly with everyone on the boat that night. I will mention the names (that I 

came to know after the incident) or descriptions of victims when I specifically remember 

something about them. 

Number of people on board 

44. 1 did not personally count how many we were on the boat. I remember that before we boarded 

the boat, one of the smugglers on the beach told us 'there are 33 of you.' I understood this in 

both Arabic and English. I understand that this is also the number that has been reported in 

the media, the MAIB report and in the French proceedings. 

45. 1 have learned since the incident that 27 bodies were recovered, there were two survivors 

(including me) and that four named people have been listed as missing from this incident. 

This also amounts to 33. 

46. Whilst I am certain that the smugglers told us that there were 33 of us, I do not believe that is 

the true number of people on board the boat that night. At the time, when they told us this, I 

accepted the number. I did not think to check for myself or to question what they had said. It 

is only since the incident, when I have been asked to recall who was on the boat and to 

compare this with photos of the victims that I have come to disbelieve this number. 

47. I can recall individuals on board the boat that, as far as I am aware, have not been accounted 

for anywhere in the reported numbers. I think that the smugglers may have misled us on the 

number of people on the boat so that we believed we were not too many people to travel. 

48. I will set out below why I believe that there were more than 33 people on the boat, and 

therefore that more bodies remain missing/have never been accounted for: 

49. I recall that when we were on the beach, before boarding the boat, the smugglers put us in 

three lines of 10 which they seemed to be counting. However, I do not believe that they 

included the children that were standing with their parents in the lines in this number. In 
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addition to this, the driver, his son and another man were already standing on the boat when 

this was happening. 

50. Once those of us who were lined up on the beach had boarded the boat, we were waiting for 

around 20 minutes in the shallow waters. I believe that the smugglers brought an additional 

two or three people on to the boat at this time. I was concentrating on my position on the boat 

at this moment so I did not engage with these people. 

51. I know that the body of only one young child, who I now know to be Hasti Rizghar ("Hasti"), 

was recovered. However, my recollection is that that there were at least two other young 

children, possibly more, sitting in the middle. They were all young enough to sit on the laps 

of adults in the middle of the boat. 

52. I also know that the bodies of two Ethiopian women and one Ethiopian man were recovered 

after the incident. However, I recall that there were two Ethiopian men on board as they were 

sitting next to me on the boat. 

53. As I have mentioned, I have been shown photos of the victims several times. However, these 

photos are often old, or blurry. I only saw these people on one night in my life in the dark 

when everyone was wearing a lot of winter clothing. Therefore, I struggle to match up my 

memory of people with the photos that T am shown. This has caused further confusion as T 

believe that there were people on board that I have not seen photos of. Nevertheless, I note 

that this may partly be because I am unable to recognise them in the photos I have been shown. 

54. Finally, after the incident there were two occasions around a week later when I heard from 

the French police that other bodies had been found in the Channel but that they were 

disfigured from being in the water for so long. I do not think anyone has ever been able to 

identify these bodies or to confirm whether or not they were from our shipwreck. I have 

always believed that they must have been because I did not hear about any other shipwrecks 

in the Channel during this time. 

55. All of these factors together contribute to my belief that there were in fact more than 33 people 

on the boat on 23/24 November 2021. 

Memory of people on board the boat 

56. I remember that most of the people on the boat were Kurdish. There were many Kurdish men 

and around four Kurdish women and a few Kurdish children. I did not really communicate 

with any of the Kurdish people on the boat as I do not speak Kurdish and most of them were 

sitting at the other end of the boat. 
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57. One of the Kurdish women had three children. I now know that her name was Kazhal Ahmed 

Khdir Al-Jammoor. I only heard her speak of 'my children', but after seeing photos in the 

media and throughout the legal proceedings, I can identify them as Hadiya Rizghar Hussein, 

Mubin Rizghar Hussein and Hasti Rizghar Hussein. I did not speak with her on the night of 

the incident but I remember this family well and I had seen them around in the camp in 

Dunkirk. 

58. I also recall at least two other young children, who I believe were Kurdish, although I have 

never seen any photos of them since. I did not speak with them on the boat and I am not sure 

who they were travelling with.The Kurdish women and families were sitting in the middle of 

the boat and it was difficult to distinguish groups of people in dark. Nevertheless, I recall that 

there were other young children apart from Hasti when we were walking through the jungle 

and on the boat. 

59. There were two Egyptian men, father and son, and another man who spoke Arabic but I am 

not sure if he was Egyptian. They were in charge of driving the boat, filling the petrol and 

holding the GPS. 

60. There were two men sitting opposite me on the boat, who looked like they may have been 

father and son. I thought at the time that they were from Pakistan because I think they were 

speaking Urdu. However, I now know that the bodies of four Afghan men were recovered 

from the incident. It seems likely that the men that I thought were from Pakistan, were in fact 

from Afghanistan. 

61. There was a Vietnamese man. I recall that he had long hair. 

62. There was a group of people from Ethiopia. I remember two young Ethiopian women; both 

of them were small and slim. From the pictures I have been shown I now know that they were 

Niyat Ferede Yeshiwendim and Meron Hailu. I also remember a very tall Ethiopian man who 

could speak English. I know now that he was called Fikeru Shiferaw ("Fikeru"). I remember 

that there was a shorter Ethiopian man with Fikeru whose body I believe has not been 

recovered. 

63. And finally, there was me and Halima Mohamud Shikh ("Halima") from Somalia. I met 

Halima when we were walking through the jungle to get to the beach where the boat was 

being prepared. I remember that Halima was wearing a long dress, like traditional Somali 

women do, and a big jacket over the top. I remember that she had an iPhone with her as well. 

We did not speak very much at this time because we had to keep quiet on the walk. When we 

got to the beach, and we saw some of the other smugglers preparing the boat, she asked me if 

I would help her if she needed help on the crossing. I told her she could count on me and I 

would do what I could. I had photos of Halima on my old phone because her cousin contacted 
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me after the incident. We spoke on the phone while I was still in hospital and he asked me if 

Halima had been on the boat and if she had died. I recognised her immediately from the photo 

he sent, even though it was an older photo. I think Halima was in a group with the Ethiopian 

people who were walking with us in the jungle and we were all sitting near each other on the 

boat. 

64. Everyone on the boat was wearing dark, warm clothing. It was a very cold night in November. 

Events of 23/24 November 2021 

Leaving France 

65. A group of us left the camp in Dunkirk as it was getting dark. It was after the Maghrib prayer, 

so I think it was around 5pm.2 There were two smugglers who were walking with us. One in 

the front and one at the back of the group. We walked for around two hours, mostly in the 

dark, and mostly in silence. We walked along train tracks so there were some dim lights. We 

were walking very slowly because there were women and children. 

66. After two hours we arrived at the launch site. We arrived at a sandy beach which also had 

several trees and small plants. The dinghy was already on the beach and there were five 

people inflating it. They were the smugglers and they left once the boat was inflated and we 

were ready to leave. I think that they finished inflating it around 9pm and at around 10.00pm 

we started getting on the boat. 

67. The Egyptian man was put in charge of steering the boat by the smugglers. He was travelling 

with his son, who looked like he was around in his late teens or maybe early 20s. I do not 

know how they came to be the driver and navigator. The smugglers spent half an hour 

speaking to the father in Arabic on the beach. I believe he was being told how to get to Dover, 

how to work the dinghy, and how to use the GPS on the device they had been given. It was a 

large, dark device which had a GPS on it. 

68. The driver was given instructions about what to do if something bad happened and he was 

given emergency numbers to call. I do not know exactly what contact details or information 

he was given but when the boat got into trouble he seemed to have information about who to 

contact. 

69. I was not told anything by the smugglers about what to do in an emergency. The smugglers 

were mostly speaking to the driver and his son when we were on the beach. The smugglers 

just told the rest of us to get ready. I wanted to ask questions but I never had an opportunity. 

2 All times are in Central European Time (UTC+1) unless stated otherwise. 
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I knew that the people who had put us in touch with the smugglers had crossed successfully, 

so I felt that I should just trust them. I knew several people who had managed to cross 

successfully to the UK and so I never thought such tragedy could take place. Four of my 

friends who I had travelled with from Italy to Dunkirk had safely crossed the night before. It 

was only our boat out of so many boats making the journey which sank. 

70. On the beach, the smugglers told us that we would be accepted as asylum seekers once we 

entered British waters. This was always my understanding and intention anyway. I thought 

we would be picked up by English authorities and I would claim asylum. I had not thought 

about exactly how this process would work or how we would know that we were in British 

waters. I just knew that I wanted to claim asylum as soon as we met the authorities. I was not 

personally given any other instructions on what to do when intercepted by the authorities in 

the UK. This might have been because I did not speak much English even though I could 

understand some. Just before we left the smugglers asked the group who could speak English. 

I think they then told the English speakers what phone numbers to call if the boat got into 

trouble. 

71. When we were on the beach, everyone was quiet, and I think the children were nervous. The 

smugglers handed out lifejackets to everyone. We all wore lifejackets, even the children. 

Everyone wore the same type - they were orange vests with strips of reflective material that 

were fastened with clips in the middle. I do not know exactly what material was inside them, 

but they were not the inflatable type. It seemed more like they were stuffed with cotton. These 

jackets would only work properly for very light people. For men or bigger women, they would 

not keep you afloat unless you were moving at the same time. There was no other safety 

equipment on the boat. 

72. As I have explained at §49, the smugglers put us into three lines on the beach before we 

boarded the boat, which is when they counted us and told us that we were 33 people. The 

inflated boat was carried into the water and people started to get on. People were getting on 

one by one and we were not in a rush. I was one of the last people to get on the boat. I had to 

wade into the water up to my navel. My legs were soaked when I boarded the boat. 

73. One or two of the smugglers got on the boat with us initially. I think they were making sure 

everything was prepared. As people were getting settled on the boat, there seemed to be some 

back and forth as the smugglers went from the boat to the shore and back again. I am not 

really sure what was happening but I recall that once the main group had got on the boat, the 

smugglers brought another two or three people on. I cannot say where these people came 

from or why they were added late. 

74. The boat was light brown or beige, and I think it was around 8 metres long. The adults were 

placed on the inflated sides of the boat, and the families with small children in the middle. I 
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think we were around 14 or more adults on each side. The driver, his son and the man filling 

the petrol were sat at the back of the boat by the engine. I do not have any experience with 

boats but I can remember that the engine seemed quite small and noisy. There were also two 

petrol tanks on the boat with us at the back by the engine. 

75. It was very crowded on the boat and we were squeezed together. I was sitting at the back 

opposite two men who I now understand were probably from Afghanistan, and Halima. I was 

sitting directly next to Fikeru and on his other side was the other Ethiopian man. I think there 

were a couple of Kurdish guys on my other side but I did not interact with them. I was only 

around two or three people away from the driver, his son and the man filling the petrol at the 

back. The driver was steering the boat from the back with a handle close to the engine. I was 

able to speak with them a little bit and to understand their conversations while we were on 

the boat because I can speak Arabic. . 

76. Looking back, I realise that I was putting myself in a dangerous situation by getting in this 

boat, but as we were leaving I did not really feel particularly scared. I was relieved to finally 

be going to the UK and to be leaving Dunkirk. Everyone had a journey to make, and I think 

we all just wanted to get on with it. People were not talking very much. It felt like people were 

focussing on the journey ahead and trying to stay calm. 

77. The weather was fine when we set off, although it was cold and it had been raining on the 

beach. The water was quite calm at first, there were some waves but they were small. On 

previous nights when I was meant to cross, the smugglers had told us it was not safe because 

of the conditions. On this night they obviously believed that it would be safe to cross. 

On the boat 

78. We left the beach around 10pm once everyone was on board. Some of the Kurdish men had 

been given air-pumps by the smugglers to use on the boat. I think they were using them 

regularly throughout the journey to keep the pressure up. 

79. After we had travelled for about an hour we were spotted by the French coastguard. They 

came up to us to see what we were doing and shone a light on us. I remember seeing a French 

flag on the boat. It was a big boat and I am certain it was the French coastguard. I had heard 

from people I met in the camp in Dunkirk that this happened sometimes and that the French 

boat would follow until you reached English waters. 

80. I do not recall any communication with the French coastguard but I can remember people on 

the boat murmuring about what the boat was. I recall that either the driver or the man filling 

the petrol called the smugglers and he was explaining to them on the phone that we were 
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being followed by a boat. After this call, he announced to us that we did not need to worry 

because the smugglers had confirmed it must be the French. 

81. The French coastguard did not ask us any questions. They just stayed close to our boat for a 

while. It made the journey easier because there was a light coming for their boat, showing the 

way so we could see ahead of us. 

82. After about an hour they left us. They did not give us any instructions, they just left us and 

turned their boat around. I thought this meant we were in English waters because of what I 

had heard from others in Dunkirk but I did not share this thought with anyone. 

83. I had heard from people in Dunkirk that the French coastguard rescued people if they needed 

help in French waters. A week before our boat sank, another boat had attempted to make the 

crossing. The engine had stopped whilst the boat was still in French waters, and the 

coastguard asked them if they wanted to continue the journey or come back to France. They 

returned to France. I believe that if we had still been in French waters when we made the 

emergency calls we would have been rescued. 

84. Soon after the French boat had gone, the Egyptian driver pointed out a light in the distance 

and told us 'we are in English water now, we are nearly there'. The driver's son had the GPS, and 

we all saw the lights ahead of us. We thought we were going to make it. We started to 

encounter problems quite soon after this. 

85. The problems started around 2am, when water started to come into the boat. I think that it 

was around forty minutes to an hour before the boat capsized. I have tried to recall what 

happened on the boat when the water started to come in in as much detail as possible, but it 

is difficult for me to provide a chronological overview. I can recall certain moments very 

clearly but mostly it is a blur of shouting, crying, and panic. 

86. Initially, the water was entering near the back of the boat, where I was sitting. It was a small 

amount at first. Several people started using plastic bottles to scoop the water out. The boat 

was still moving and the engine was still running at this point. When the boat started to get 

into trouble and the water was coming in, I can remember looking across the boat and seeing 

that Halima was very afraid. 

87. It was not long before the water started coming in faster from the bottom of the boat. The 

water was coming in faster than we could scoop it out, and it was coming up to our knees. We 

could not do anything to stop it or to fix the boat. The water that was coming into the boat 

was extremely cold, to the point where my body started to feel numb. 
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88. As soon as the boat started to take in water, the first calls for help were made. I believe that 

initially calls were being made to both the French and the English. I cannot recall anyone in 

particular taking a leadership role on the boat or whether there was any kind of coherent plan 

about what to do. The water was coming in quickly and we were just reacting to everything 

as it happened. 

89. Some people were taking water out whilst others were making calls. A couple of the Kurdish 

guys who had the air-pumps were constantly pumping to try and keep the pressure up on the 

boat. It was very chaotic as there was a lot happening at this same time: people were trying 

to get water out, others were shouting or crying, some people were trying to keep others calm 

and make sure that the boat did not tip over, and several people were making calls either to 

rescue services or to family to tell them they were in danger. 

90. I could hear many calls being made by different people on the boat at the same time. I only 

heard people making calls to the authorities in English, I did not hear anyone making calls in 

French. I also recall hearing a woman either calling or sending a voice note to her husband, 

she was in the middle of the boat and she was crying. I think the call was in Kurdish but it 

seemed like she was saying goodbye. 

91. I personally did not make any phone calls from the boat. I had wrapped my phone in plastic 

to protect it from water damage and I did not take it out during the journey. I did not even 

think about trying to contact family or friends in the moment to tell them I was in danger. 

Also, my phone had an Italian SIM card and would not have worked. I was so shocked and I 

was trying to sit very still to make sure that we did not capsize the boat. If I had known that 

such a tragedy was going to take place, I would have tried to send my location to someone 

that I loved and I would have tried to record details about every individual on the boat with 

me that night. 

92. At some point during this panic, people were shouting that we were in English waters and 

needed to call English authorities. I do not think people were shouting clear instructions but 

I remember people shouting in English 'out of France' and repeatedly saying 'England'. I think 

several different things contributed to the general belief that we were in English waters and 

should focus on calling the English rescue services rather than French, but I cannot recall the 

order in which they happened: 

93. 1 believe that the man who had been filling up the petrol sent our location to the smuggler and 

told him about the problems on the boat. The smuggler told to him to call the UK authorities 

to ask for help because we were in English waters. The smuggler told him that "go 2-3 km and 

you'll be in Dover." I heard him telling this to the Egyptian driver in Arabic. The driver was 

shouting from the back of the boat for people to call the English coastguard. 
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94. Also at some point, after people had already made several calls, someone near to me on the 

boat got through to the French authorities and was told to call the English because we were 

in English waters. I think that it was Fikeru, the Ethiopian man, who had this call and told 

the rest of us on the boat. This information was then being shouted across the boat in several 

different languages. 

95. After this, I believe all the phone calls at my end of the boat were directed to English 

emergency services. I cannot say what was happening at the other end of the boat as there 

was too much going on to hear. I could just see a young Kurdish woman on the phone a lot 

and several of the younger Kurdish men also making calls. 

96. During the journey, Fikeru was also in contact with the Ethiopian smuggler who had assisted 

me. Fikeru told me that the Ethiopian smuggler was checking in at different points in the 

journey. I believe Fikeru told him that we were in trouble but I do not know if he received any 

response. 

97. Fikeru and the man opposite me, who was likely from Afghanistan, were calling the English 

repeatedly. These were the people that I could hear and understand most clearly on the boat. 

I recall that they were constantly trying to make calls and that mostly their calls were not 

answered. I am not sure if this is because they were not picked up by someone, or because the 

calls themselves were unsuccessful because of signal problems. 

98. I only heard and understood parts of the calls happening around me. I could hear people 

shouting down the phone in English that we needed help and that we were going to die. I 

believe that the authorities who answered these calls must have known that the situation was 

serious because of all the screaming on the boat. However, I do not recall anyone being told 

that the UK Coastguard or any rescue boat was on its way. I remember that some people who 

were not on the phone, were using the torches on their phones to try and attract attention to 

our boat but it did not lead to anything. Desperate calls were being made right up until the 

moment we capsized. 

99. During the last emergency call that I was aware of, which I believe was placed by the man 

sitting opposite me, the operator gave him a number to send our location to by Whats App. 

This call was on loudspeaker so I could hear some of it and I could also see him trying to write 

the number down. This is my last memory before the boat capsized. I do not think he managed 

to finish writing the number down or to send our location. I cannot say whether other people 

had managed to send our location to the rescue services during the hour or so that we were 

in trouble but T believe that at this last minute before we capsized, our location was not sent. 

After the boat capsized 

I NQ010388_0017 
INQ010388/17



Docusign Envelope ID: B37C0EB7-07E9-4DBA-8B61-9CD921444DD7 

100. There was too much movement on the boat at this time and my side of the boat was 

deflating quickly. People were hysterical and crying, and there were more people on my side 

of the boat than the other, which eventually caused it to tip over. The waves seemed huge at 

this moment and we all fell into the water. The boat capsized from the side that I was on so I 

fell into the water on by back. I remember having to swim out from beneath the boat as it 

flipped on top of me. 

101. The screaming when the boat tipped and people fell in the water was deafening. I have 

never heard anything as desperate as this. I was not thinking about whether we were going 

to be rescued anymore; it was all about how to stay alive. It was dark and I could not really 

sec. It was extremely cold and the sea was rough. Even if you were a good swimmer, it was 

very difficult to carry on in those conditions. 

102. As soon as the boat capsized and I came up from the underneath the water, I could see 

Halima struggling. I do not think she knew how to swim and the life jacket was not helping 

her. She was screaming out my name and asking me to help her in Somali. I still hear her 

screams in my mind sometimes. I swam towards her and tried to bring her back over to the 

boat so that she could hold on and float. At that time, some people in the water were 

scrambling to get back into the boat, so it capsized again. I tried my best to help her but I could 

not save her. I think she was one of the first people to drown. 

103. Other than my memory of Halima, it is hard to differentiate between moments after 

the boat capsized. It was the most terrifying and brutal experience of my life. My memories 

are overwhelmed by the noise of screaming that I can still remember and the freezing cold of 

the water. 

104. It was extremely dark and many people were screaming or crying in the water. I 

cannot recall being able to see very much but I think several people drowned or drifted away 

very quickly after we capsized as they did not make it back to the boat to hold on. I think 

several people died very quickly because they could not swim and the lifejackets were not 

strong enough for the conditions we were in. I do not recall seeing the women or children 

holding on to the boat after it capsized apart from one very young child. 

105. This young child was holding on to the boat along with several other people. I recall 

that he was struggling to hold on because of the push and pull of the waves. He lost his grip 

at some point and I managed to grab him and bring him back. After this I am not sure what 

happened to him. I can only recall that he was near me and being held closely in the arms of 

a Kurdish man for a long time. 

106. I held on to the boat until the sun came up. Whilst I was holding on to the boat, I was 

also treading water or swimming because it was hard to keep holding on to the boat. The 
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waves were strong and they kept dislodging my hold. I would immediately swim back to the 

boat and take hold again. I remember thinking each time this happened that I needed to make 

sure I got straight back to the boat to hold on or I would drown. I have memories of people 

being pulled away from the boat and dying. I hear the screams at night in my sleep. 

107. I realised I needed to keep moving and keep my chest warm to survive. I took my 

jacket off under the life jacket. I was wearing a heavy winter coat and I could not stay afloat 

with it on. I also took off my boots, as they were dragging me down. 

108. At some point before the sun came up, I saw an aircraft far away in the distance. I 

remember I tried waving, but thinking about this now it seems like complete madness because 

it was very far away. 

109. When the sun came up, I remember seeing that around 15 or less of us were still 

holding onto the boat. I am not sure that all of those people were still alive. I believe it was 

only men but I would not be able to identify who was still holding on to the boat. No one was 

communicating with each other. I do not recall speaking with anyone in the water. Those who 

were alive were half-dead. There was nothing we could do anymore. I could see bodies 

floating all around us in the water. I presume most people were either already dead or were 

unconscious. 

110. A lot of the air from the boat had deflated by the morning. I cannot recall when or 

precisely why but I decided to let go of the boat and start swimming. I remember that 

Mohammed Shekar Ahmad ("Mohammed") the other survivor was also hanging onto the 

boat. I think he was wearing a black jacket and blue jeans. I did not see him after I let go of the 

boat. I am not sure how Mohammed survived or what happened to the others holding the 

boat. The next time I saw Mohammed was in hospital, when they told us that we were the 

only survivors 

111. I started swimming towards a ship in the distance and away from the bodies in the 

water. It must have been very far away. I remember thinking "I am going to die, I don't want to 

die here. At least if I die whilst swimming I won't feel it." I took some breaks during which I think 

I fell asleep whilst floating on my back, then I started swimming again. I do not recall having 

any sense of how much time was passing but I must have been swimming like this for six or 

more hours after the sun came up. 

112. I can recall that for some time there was a Kurdish woman swimming near me. I had 

not seen her holding on to the boat but she suddenly appeared near me in the water. I do not 

know her name and I did not recognise her from any of the photos of victims that I have seen. 

The Kurdish woman was looking for her children. She had lost her mind, just kept screaming 

and searching for her children. She started swimming back towards the boat, I think she was 
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going back for her children and I believe this may have been the two other small children that 

I can recall. I think she knew that her children had died but she kept searching for them and 

the grief drove her mad. I did not know that she had died until I was told the next day that I 

was one of only two survivors 

113. While I was in the water, going between swimming and floating, I can recall preparing 

myself for death. I had given up hope and thought I was going to die. I was utterly exhausted 

but my body kept on swimming even though in my mind I had given up. It was torture. I 

wanted to die so that it would be over. I was saying many prayers; saying 'God please kill me' 

and tried to push myself under water. The salt in the water was painful on my skin. I could 

barely see. By the time I was rescued my eye sight was so poor it was as if I was looking 

through a plastic bottle — it was all blurred and very painful. I was freezing, it was extremely 

cold. It is difficult for me to understand why or how I kept going. 

114. After around 10 hours in the water I was rescued. I was rescued by a French woman 

who found me in the sea. I believe that she was on a fishing boat with her family and they saw 

me in the water. I remember seeing them in the distance and waving my life jacket in the air. 

She jumped into the water and swam to me. I think she was wearing a sort of wetsuit. She 

pulled me back to the boat and I was taken on board. I believe that it was when I was brought 

on board that I lost a lot of the skin on my legs which had been damaged in the water. I cannot 

recall exactly what was happening around me but after some time I was taken somewhere 

warm on their boat and given water and bread. I later learned that it was a French family on 

board this fishing boat - a father and his three children (one adult and two teenagers), 

including the woman who went to rescue me. 

115. I was then transferred from this boat onto another boat, which I believe must have 

been the French coastguard as I can remember several people in uniform around me. I was 

given oxygen on this boat and I think I lost consciousness at this point. The next thing that I 

can remember is waking up in hospital in France. I was told by someone in hospital that a big 

search had been carried out by the French authorities. 

116. The fisherman's family came to visit me in hospital and they gave me some clothes 

and a phone. We lost contact when I was moved to a different hospital in France. 

Aftermath of 24 November 2021 

117. It is very difficult for me to recall the period directly after the incident in detail. I was 

recovering from severe physical and psychological trauma and I find it hard to recall how 

long I spent in each hospital as the days have merged into each other in my memory. I can 

recall certain events but I am unable to provide specific dates or a detailed chronology of this 

time. 
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118. When I woke up in hospital after the incident the skin from the lower halves of my 

legs was gone. It was extremely painful and I could not walk. I was given a lot of medication 

and creams, and I was in a wheelchair. I had an x-ray but was told that there was nothing 

wrong with my bones. There was a big group of doctors assigned to me, and I was given nine 

injections over the course of several months but I do not know what they were. My legs are 

very scarred and the doctors told me it was the salt in the water that did this to my skin. I 

went to three or four different hospitals to receive medical consultation as to why I could not 

walk, but I never got an answer. After some time and some physiotherapy it got better and I 

am able to walk. 

119. I was in the same hospital room as Mohammed, the other survivor. He was brought 

to my room the morning after the incident. I do not recall how Mohammed was rescued. He 

told me that when he was rescued he was given an oxygen mask because he was not breathing 

and the doctors thought he had died. The doctors later told both of us that it was a miracle 

that we were alive. I recall that he had an issue with one of his legs but he was able to move 

around with a stick. 

120. Mohammed and I did not speak the same language so it was difficult for us to 

communicate. We mostly spoke through translation apps on our phones. We did not speak in 

detail about the incident itself because of how hard it was to communicate. But we did spend 

a lot of time together in the months after the incident and I felt close to him. He was the only 

person I was really allowed to see. 

121. Mohammed and I were constantly being guarded by police. In our first hospital room, 

I recall that we had two police officers in the room or by the door at all times. We were told 

this was for our safety. 

122. Soon after the incident, I was formally interviewed by the French police. The police 

took me in a car and brought me to an interview somewhere. They told me I was not allowed 

to speak to anyone else about what had happened. I believe this is why I was moved from 

hospital to hospital, they would not let me stay in one place in case the media found me. 

Mohammed and I were watched very closely. The police even used to escort me to the 

bathroom. 

123. I was allowed to use my phone during this time but they told us that we could not 

have visitors and that we should not speak to journalists. I was using the phone that the lady 

who rescued me had brought to the hospital. My own phone had been completely destroyed 

during the incident. The police had tried to recover information from it, but it was too 

damaged. Following the incident, I was only meant to speak directly to the police, French 

authorities, doctors and Mohammed. 
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124. However, Mohammed and I both had several interactions with journalists after the 

incident, particularly within the first two weeks. We wanted to speak about what had 

happened to us and to the victims. I recall that in the first hospital there were large crowds 

waiting outside the hospital trying to get information about us and the incident. I think this is 

why we were moved somewhere else. 

125. Around a week or so after the incident, I agreed to do an interview for the BBC and a 

Kurdish news channel. I had to do this in secret, somewhere outside of the hospital, as the 

police did not want us to share any information. I told the journalists to meet me outside of 

the hospital, around the back in the car park. I asked the nursing staff to let me out for some 

air and I went to meet the journalists. I gave a short interview with my face covered so that I 

could not be identified. I was explaining what had happened during the incident and 

answering questions about the victims. 

126. The interview was cut short because we were seen by the police. They chased the 

interviewers away and I heard them getting angry with the nursing staff. The journalists 

promised me support and a way to seek asylum in the UK. They promised me a lot of things 

in order to get me to do the interview. After the interview I never heard from them again. 

127. In the first three months after the incident, I was between three different hospitals in 

different places in Northern France but I am not sure exactly where these were. After that I 

was then taken to a fourth place where they gave me physiotherapy and taught me how to 

walk with walking sticks.l was never offered any psychological support during the several 

months that I spent in hospital following the incident. I was discharged from these hospitals 

without my medical records so I do not have a copy of what I was treated for or the severity 

of my condition. It has been three years since the incident and I have still never received any 

psychological treatment or counselling for what I have been through. 

128. After my physiotherapy, I was taken to a fifth location where I was told that I should 

live whilst I am in France. It was some sort of halfway house in Paris. This is the support that 

I was provided with from the French following the incident. It was some kind of supported 

living for people with psychiatric conditions or addiction issues. This place severely impacted 

my mental health, I was surrounded by people with very severe issues and it made me feel 

much worse and very afraid. When I moved into the accommodation in Paris, I was no longer 

being escorted by the police. 

129. I was not told I had the right to speak with a lawyer until I had left the hospitals and 

was taken to the accommodation in Paris, where one of the social workers gave me the details 

of a lawyer. She assisted me in the early stages of the criminal proceedings in France when 

Mohammed and I were going to the court in Clichy. 
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130. Mohammed was moved to a similar type of accommodation to me around 15 minutes 

away from where I was staying and we used to see each other quite a lot. Mohammed left 

France after a few months in this accommodation and after that we did not have any further 

communication. 

131. After Mohammed left, I stayed in living in the accommodation in Paris. I found this 

time very difficult. Every month the staff would post notices about the people who had died. 

I was the youngest person in the entire place. The staff interviewed me once but it was only 

about whether I was eating and sleeping okay. It was not counselling or therapy. I kept telling 

them this was not suitable to my needs, but no one listened. I was the youngest person there, 

in a place full of death and without any actual support. I started to use it just to have 

somewhere to sleep, but spent all my waking hours outside. 

132. 1 stayed there for just under a year until my friends in Dijon, who I met when I was 

working in Italy, said that I could go and live with them. I still have access to this 

accommodation in Paris and I go there occasionally if I need somewhere to stay but I really 

do not like it. It is a very frightening place. I feel like I was just dumped there after I had 

physically recovered from the incident and then the French authorities forgot about me. 

Current situation 

133. A day or two after the incident, Mohammed and I were both informed that we would 

receive residence permits to stay in France for six months because of what we had suffered. 

This permit does not allow me to work, to study or to access public benefits, it is also not 

connected to an asylum claim in France. I previously renewed this permit with the assistance 

of a lawyer in France. However, the most recent permit expired in December 2022 and I am 

currently awaiting advice on how to apply for a further renewal. The French criminal 

proceedings are still ongoing and are unlikely to conclude before the end of 2025. 

134. I intend to stay in France until those proceedings have been completed. I feel strongly 

about finding out the truth of what happened that night and finally seeing justice that I feel I 

and all of the victims deserve. I believe that both the smugglers and the French authorities 

need to be thoroughly investigated and I have been advised that these proceedings are the 

only way for this to happen. 

135. I have not yet tried to claim asylum in France. I was told that if I want to I should 

follow the ordinary procedure. However, I am still unsure if I want to remain in France 

following the conclusion of the criminal and civil proceedings. Though, I have been advised 

that this could take several years. I have experienced so much trauma in this country. I still 

I NQ010388_0023 
INQ010388/23



Docusign Envelope ID: B37C0EB7-07E9-4DBA-8B61-9CD921444DD7 

think about leaving to be somewhere I feel safe and can forget about what happened that night. 

I have been in France for three years now without the right to work or study but also with 

ongoing proceedings which I feel that I must stay and see through. I am not receiving very 

good medical care in France. I have never been given any mental health support, even after I 

was rescued from the sea and spent several months in hospital. They only treated my physical 

injuries. 

136. In the beginning, after the accident I could not sleep. Every time I closed my eyes I 

would see the scenes I witnessed that night. There were so many horrors. My faith and my 

religion have helped me to recover but even then it is extremely hard to think about, so I try 

to avoid it. I thought that I would stop experiencing these flashbacks over time but I still find 

it hard to sleep at night and images of the incident appear in my mind and I cannot control 

them. I suffer from very bad headaches when I think about the night. It is very difficult for me 

to speak to people about what happened or to focus on my memories. I can easily observe the 

physical and psychological toll that it has on me. 

137. There are some things that trigger me - like if I see the sea or open water, or when I 

have to talk about it. I keep myself busy and surrounded by friends to avoid thinking about 

it. It almost does not feel real, like it is a dream. It is not because I have recovered from my 

experiences that I am not thinking about this, I am simply blocking it out because it is too hard 

to deal with. It is not good for my mental health but it is a survival mechanism. I do not have 

other options in my current situation. I think I would benefit from counselling to process the 

trauma once I am in a stable place where I can engage with this. I cannot do so at present and 

in the circumstances I am in, I feel too unstable and unsettled. 

138. Each year around the anniversary of this incident on 23/24 November 2021, 1 find that 

I enter a very dark place in my mind and become very depressed. It becomes even more 

difficult to sleep or rest or find joy in things. This incident was the worst thing that has ever 

happened to me in my life and I do not think that I will ever really recover from it. 

Conclusion 

139. I have been through a lot in my life. I have not had a life like other people; it has always 

been difficult. I do not have any plans for the future. I am just existing. I have nowhere to go. 

My mother is in Ethiopia which is not her home. I cannot go to Somalia as there is no one 

there. Yemen is war torn and there is nothing left for me there. I have nowhere to call home. 

140. I feel a lot of responsibility to the families of the victims who lost their lives on 23/24 

November 2021. I believe that I survived partly to be the voice of these people and to fight to 

make sure that refugees are not neglected in this way again. 
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141. This tragedy was partly by chance. Nothing caused the accident itself and it was no 

one's fault that the boat deflated. But what upsets me is that neither the French nor the British 

government is taking responsibility that they did not come to help us. There was no empathy 

from the British authorities that night, and because of that a lot of lives were lost and I suffered 

profoundly. If we had been taken seriously we would all still have been alive. But they did 

not take us seriously, and that is why so many people died. 

142. 1 can confidently say that when those calls were made we told them the situation. The 

coast guard or emergency services knew the situation. I watched when the Ethiopian man was 

crying on the phone to the UK authorities and told them we were dying. But no one cared 

enough to come to our rescue. I believe that we were neglected that night. Not only did no 

one come quickly, no one came to rescue us at all. We were found by a fishing boat who had 

to call the authorities. 

143. I hope that this Inquiry will draw people's attention to the suffering that we endured 

on that night and that someone will take responsibility and admit that it could have been 

avoided. 

144. T hope that this Inquiry will make recommendations that will truly reduce the risk of 

something like this happening again in the future. 

145. I hope that the British and the French will learn to work together in the future to 

properly respect the lives of the people who they know are trying to cross the Channel every 

day. People are leaving Dunkirk out of desperation and they will continue to make the 

dangerous journeys across the Channel to England. The way to prevent a future tragedy such 

as the one I experienced, is to give people another option to reach safety in England. 

146. This incident ruined my life in many ways but I am dedicated to participating fully in 

both the French and English proceedings to make sure that there is some kind of justice at the 

end of it all. 

Statement of Truth 

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true. I understand that proceedings for 

contempt of court may be brought against anyone who makes, or causes to made, false 

statement in a document verified by a statement of truth without an honest belief in its truth. 

Signed: 
Personal Data 
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Interpreting and Translation 
Breaking the language Barrier 

Habibi Interpreting and Translation LTD 
35 Pinner Park Avenue, Harrow, London, HA2 6JY 
Email: inf_o_(_II_hab_i_b_i-inter_p_reting_._c_o.uk
Contact: ; PD 366, PD 933 

BAYAANKA MARKHAATIGA EE ISSA MOHAMMED OMAR 

Aniga oo ah Issa Mohamed Omar (DH: 27 Juun 1993) oo ku nool Dijon, Fransiska, waxaan 
oranayaa sida soo socota: 

1. Waxaan bayaankan sameynayaa anigoo ah qof ka badbaaday shilka doon ee ka dhacay 
Kanaalka Ingiriiska 23/24 Nofeembar 2021, Si aan u bixiyo xog muhiim ah oo ku saabsan 
baaritaanka Cranston ee socda. Waxaan ahay ka qaybqaate buuxa oo loo magacaabay 
baariitaanka. 

2. Waxyaabaha ku xusan bayaankan waa kuwo aan ka warqabo, haddii aan si kale loo sheegin. 

Waxaan rabaa inaan caddeeyo in dhacdooyinkii 23/24 Nofeembar 2021 ay ahaayeen kuwo 
aad iigu naxdin badan. Waxaan ku dhibtoodaa inaan dib u xusuusto dhacdooyinkaas, gaar 
ahaan waqtiyada si dhow uga horreeyay iyo kuwa xigay shilka. Dhacdadaas ee 23/24 
Nofeembar 2021 waxay sababtay in aan la ildarnaado xusuus-celinno(flashbacks) iyo 
dhibaatooyin hurdada oo daran. Tan iyo markii uu shilku dhacay, marar badan ayaa la iga 
codsaday inaan bixiyo warbixin ku saabsan wixii dhacay, waxaana mar kasta oo aan ka hadlo 
habeenkaas uu i saameeyaa si weyn. 31 Oktoobar 2024, waxaa i baaray dhakhtar cilmi-nafsiga 
ah oo lagu magacaabo Dr. Amlan Basu, kaas oo soo sheegay inaan qabo xanuunka nafsiga ah 
ee ku dhaca dadka ka badbaada shilalka argagaxa leh (PTSD) oo ay la socdaan calaamado 
niyad-jab ah oo ka dhashay dhacdadaas. 

4. Naxdinta aan soo maray waxay saameyn ku yeelatay xusuustayda. Way igu adagtahay inaan 
dib u xusuusto faahfaahinta gaarka ah sida waqtiyada iyo taariikhaha, waxaanan si fudud u 
wareera marka aan isku dayo inaan dib u xusuusto dhacdooyinkii ka horreeyay shilka iyo 
kuwii dhacay waqtiga shilka. Way igu adag tahay inaan uga hadlo dhacdooyinkaas sida 
saxda ah ee ay isugu xigeen. Waxaa hadda kasoo wareegtay saddex sano tan iyo dhacdadii, 
waxaana aaminsanahay in tani ay sii saameysay awooddayda inaan si buuxda u xusuusto 
dhammaan dhacdooyinka iyo wadahadalada. 

Waxaan bayaankan diyaariyay iyadoo ay iga caawiyeen wakiiladayda sharci ee Duncan Lewis 
Solicitors. Waxaan hore ula yeeshay waraysi 25 Nofeembar 2022 laanta Baaritaanka Shilalka 
Badda (MAIB). Waraysigaas waxaa qaaday laba wareystayaal; wuxuu socday 2 saac iyo 50 
daqiiqo 00 leh 9 daqiiqo 00 nasasho ah, waxaana lagu qabtay wicitaan muuqaal ah. Waxaan 
ogahay inay jirto diiwaan qoran oo waraysigaas ah. Waxaan jeclahay inaan caddeeyo in 
maalintii waraysiga ay dhibaato ka jirtay turjumaha, mana dareemayo in qoraalkaas uu Si 

buuxda uga tarjumayo xogta aan bixiyay. Bayaankan waxaa la diyaariyay iyadoo la 
adeegsanaayo caawinada turjubaan muddo ka badan 20 saacadood oo joogitaan ah, dib 
ayaana la iigu akhriyay iyadoo laisticmaalayo turjumaan, waxaana jira tarjumaad qoraal ah 
00 Soomaali ah. Waxaan ku qanacsanahay in bayaankan uu matalo xogta dhabta ah ee aan 
awood u leeyahay inaan bixiyo kadib muddada dheer ee ka soo wareegtay. 
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