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It's the ARCC supervisor, Dom Golden. Good morning.

Dom, hi, it's Chris at Lydd.

Chris. Hello.

Yeah, I'm just looking at the weather. You're right, it's not particularly
brilliant. From what I've got we could get back into here, but it would
be here only. All the other sort of aviation facilities within our area are

worse off than we are.

Yeah.

I haven't stuck my head out the window yet and had a look. It can
always be a sort of false negative, false positive if you like, really. |
think we can do it. The worry bead that | have with it is obviously it is
not lifesaving with regards to the weather and doing it. Whereabouts
are you expecting us to patrol? So, exactly what are you expecting it

to do? It's supposed to search and locate.

Got it. Well, let me -- if you can bear with me for two minutes, I'll sort
of repeat and tell you where we've got to. Clearly yeah, the visibility
is worse, bizarrely the fixed wing. At the moment, the visibility in the
Dover Straits is not brilliant, but it's not mission impossible. But it's
deteriorating quite rapidly, and I'm just using the tools to hand here.
But | would suggest that as we go forward through to about 10 o'clock

this morning, it's going to become almost unachievable.
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From a fixed wing perspective, guess what? The only legal diversion
they've now got is Manchester. Everything south of here is pretty well
at limit and forecast to get worse. So fixed wing is not my solution.
So the issue we have is in the last hour a half we've now, from the
French, and that's our only information source, dealing with 10
vessels crossing. Some of which they've been aware of since nine
o'clock but didn't bother to tell us until they gave us the, we estimate
they're on your side of the channel.

Now, as usual, that catalogue of phone calls is beginning to trickle in
of the, you know, the classic, I'm lost, I'm sinking, my mother's

wheelchair is falling over the side, et cetera.

Yeah.

The discussion, hence I've dragged you out and | apologise is --

That's all right.

-- a solution to generate a maritime picture that we might be able to
understand the problem better would be to get you out if you were
prepared to go, hence this discussion and fly. Dover can work on a
better plan, but I'm thinking about something like the 190 radial from
Dover right through to about 150 radial from Dover up and down the
boundary line there. So it's effectively looking as they cross the line.
But again, | have no idea what the horizontal/vertical visibility is going
to be, hence this discussion. If we think it's a feasibility or feasible
option to go. | can in slower time go back to Dover and we can have

a discussion about a more accurate start point, finish point, whatever.
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But at a moment where like you say we're sticking on not into the fire
hoping to find a hot ember to see what we go with.

We've got nothing more than that moment. You're right, you've hit
the nail on the head, at what point are we (Inaudible) thinking or are
we just, because the coast guards deemed everybody who is a
migrant on this side of the tunnel as distressed, the justifications go.
So we are not there yet, but conscious of what your alert time is to go.
I mean, here we are now we're having this discussion at 2.25 pm.

My thoughts, | just throw this down for discussion, would be if you
were to get airborne sometime after three and give us an hour, hour
and a half or something you know, that might help us understand
what we are dealing with before we get into the panic stations of the
distress calls coming in. Then we don't know whether we are dealing
with genuine incidents or not.

The final thing I'll say of course is, | have no idea with the moisture in
the air, whether we are going to be dealing with a useful search with
Fleur(?) or are you going to be, quite frankly, just try to look out the
windows to see where you're going as the visibility gets worse.
Would you rather be doing this now or trying to do it at six, seven
o'clock in the morning when | think looking at the weather tools to
hand, the visibility is going to be worse. So this is a discussion rather

than a tasking. | value your input. Yeah.

Yeah. Well, | appreciate that, thank you. Yes. The issue obviously is
with the conditions. If we've got horizontal visibility and can look
through NVG, that would be okay from a safety aspect. The

performance of the equipment in this sort of weather is not brilliant

INQO10697/4
INQO1069/ _uuu~



ARCC:

LYDD:

ARCC:

LYDD:

ARCC:

LYDD:

ARCC:

www.epiqglobal.com/en-gb/

obviously, because you need to have that horizontal visibility for Fleur

to work. It won't look through fog and cloud.

Yeah.

In terms of sort of getting in and out of, and safety of the aircraft,
obviously if we are looking at radial contacts and trying to reduce that,
we wouldn't pick up a rubber dinghy anyway. Actually, you know, we

could be flying over the top of them and not actually seeing them.

Yeah.

It is a real dilemma. You and | are both in that boat because of -- I'm
just, I'm thinking aircraft safety obviously and you are trying to get this

R&P, which | totally understand.

Sorry to interrupt you, it's rude because you didn't interrupt me. What
about Lydd? When does Lydd become ... | mean how do you decide
when Lydd goes out? So, Lydd, I think, am | correct in saying it's
white at the moment forecasting green or | don't -- | mean my, the
(Inaudible) is suggesting you've got -- it's okay there at the moment,
but clearly if you fast forward one hour, two hours, we're suddenly

running out of options of even struggling to get you back into Lydd.

Yeah. Exactly. | mean, I'm looking at temperatures due point, which

are the key indicators which are both exactly the same.

Yeah.
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